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 Amherst, MA - In celebration of the Clinton-Gore Administration                Water 2000 initiative, USDA Rural Development State Director William                H. Bradley and Congressman John Olver joined in announcing funding                of more than $1.6 million from the Department of Agriculture to                the town of Egremont. The $993,599 grant and $686,100 loan will                be used to revitalize the town°s water system.              

œIt is important that we provide our local communities with the                financial support they need to protect and enhance their water systems,”                Congressman Olver said. œI will continue to work closely with USDA                Rural Development on behalf of rural communities like Egremont.”              

President Bill Clinton recently announced that, under his Water                2000 effort, USDA is awarding more than $210 million for 106 safe                drinking water projects in 40 states. This effort will also bolster                the president°s œNew Markets” initiative, designed to help low-income                communities share in the general wave of prosperity most other areas                of the nation are currently enjoying, he said.              

"Without safe, reliable drinking water, no community can attract                the types of new businesses needed to provide good-paying jobs for                their citizens,” said Rural Development State Director William H.                Bradley. œThe need for safe water is not only a critical public                health issue, it is also a key factor in promoting rural job development                as outlined in the president°s œNew Markets” initiative.”              

Egremont is one of two Massachusetts towns harvesting the generosity                of the Water 2000 program. The $1.67 million offered to the Town                of Egremont by the USDA is the second phase of a three-phase effort                to rectify the water system°s inadequate filtration, leaking transmission                mains, and poor water pressures. The original system was installed                just after the turn of the century and operated as a private water                system, with most mains dating to the early 1940s. In 1998, USDA                Rural Development provided Egremont with $610,690 in loan money                and $1.4 million in grant money to fund the first phase of this                project, which allowed for the acquisition of the private company                by the town. In order to ensure continued safety, the monies will                also help the Town to construct a new filtration plan, construct                a new water storage tank, and fully modify and upgrade the existing                water mains. These efforts in Egremont fall under the aegis of President                Clinton°s Water 2000 program.              

œThrough the President°s Water 2000 Initiative, we are building                and improving the basic infrastructure necessary to maintain public                health,” said Rural Development Under Secretary Jill Long Thompson.                œThese projects are the foundation for the ŠNew Markets° initiative                because the private sector will not invest or build in communities                unless they have good water and sewer infrastructure.”              

At least 2 million rural Americans live with critical drinking                water quality and availability problems -- including an estimated                740,000 people who have no running water in their homes.  An                estimated 5 million additional rural residents are affected by less                critical, but still significant, water-related shortcomings, as                defined by the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.  These include                undersized or poorly protected water sources, a lack of adequate                storage facilities and antiquated distribution systems.              

The USDA°s commitment to rural America°s access to safe drinking                water is not limited to this Water 2000 campaign. Throughout the                course of the year, Rural Development is committed to leading rural                Massachusetts° homeowners down the road to safe, clean drinking                water through our Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program.                The Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program is a program                of the USDA-Rural Utilities Service, administered by Rural Development.                
               Nine rural communities in Massachusetts have been able to develop,                expand, or renovate their water distribution or sewer collection                facilities with over $5 million in loans and $2.5 million in grants                disseminated to rural Massachusetts. The children of rural America                deserve safe, clean drinking water; USDA Rural Development will                not stop until that goal has been achieved.             
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